
Образование и наука. Том 22, № 10. 2020  / The Education and Science Journal. Vol. 22, № 10. 2020

41

ОБЩИЕ ВОПРОСЫ 
ОБРАЗОВАНИЯ

УДК 316.346.32-053.6                                              DOI: 10.17853/1994-5639-2020-10-41-60

EDUCATIONAL TRAJECTORIES OF SCHOOL GRADUATES 
OF THE RUSSIAN INDUSTRIAL REGION

I. A. Aleshkovski1, A. I. Moteva2, N. E. Savina3

Lomonosov Moscow State University, Moscow, Russia. 
E-mail: 1aleshkovski@yandex.ru; 2alina.moteva@yandex.ru; 3savina.opinio@yandex.ru

A. T. Gasparishvili
Lomonosov Moscow State University, RUDN University,  

Institute of Sociology of the Federal Center of Theoretical and 
Applied Sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russia. 

E-mail: gasparishvili@yandex.ru 

O. V. Krukhmaleva
Lomonosov Moscow State University, RUDN University, Moscow, Russia. 

E-mail: kruhoks@yandex.ru

Abstract. Introduction. The relevance of the research is accounted by the need 
to analyse the educational transition of youth from secondary schools to the tertiary 
education system and to develop a set of measures to encourage the majority of 
young people to stay in the region of residence and to aim at obtaining skills de-
manded by the local and regional labour market. 

The aim of the present research is to identify the educational plans of school 
graduates and the peculiarities of young people entering into a region’s higher edu-
cation system. As indicators, the authors consider the availability of education and 
young people migration at the stage of transition from secondary education to higher 
education.

The problematic situation consists in youth migration from the regions of 
residence to continue education in major university centers. It leads to a systemic 
change in the regions’ demographic situation and to the outflow of the most capable 
regional school leavers.

Materials and research methods. The article is based on the data of the soci-
ological study “Comprehensive Analysis of the Education System of the Kemerovo 
Region” conducted by the authors. A specially developed questionnaire using Google 
Forms platform was employed to interview the school graduates (787 ninth graders, 
338 eleventh graders) and their parents (520 people). The survey covered 18 schools 
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located in all types of settlements. At the stage of data analysis in the SPSS 25 func-
tional environment, primary data were processed and the results were presented 
using descriptive statistics methods; an in-depth analysis of empirical information 
was carried out using multidimensional methods of analytical statistics, including 
the Pearson’s χ2 significance test, the procedures of factor, correlation and regression 
analysis (p < 0.001). 

Research results and scientific novelty. Long-range plans of secondary school 
graduates in the industrial region of Russia were identified; the motives in favour 
of their choice were studied; and the factors influencing this choice were revealed. 
As possible measures to overcome the outflow of young people from the regions, the 
authors propose to consider targeted training, the work with talented youth, the or-
ganisation of interaction at the level of “employer – school – university”, the various 
forms of network interaction of universities, as well as the modern forms of attracting 
students to the comfortable educational environment of the university, creating con-
ditions not only for learning, but also for leisure, self-development, implementation 
of continuing education.

Practical significance. The research results should be of use to specialists en-
gaged in education studies and young people migration attitudes analysis, in labour 
market in Russia’s regions, to education management and regional administration 
officials. The research tools can be used in analysing educational migration and pro-
fessional trajectories of secondary school graduates in Russia. The study is sched-
uled to be extended to other RF regions that are most troubled in terms of education 
migration, aiming to suggest possible ways to optimise this process there. 
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Аннотация. Введение. Актуальность исследования определяется необхо-
димостью поиска конструктивных решений проблемы образовательного пере-
хода молодежи из учреждения общего среднего образования в систему высшего 
образования и выработки комплекса мер, которые бы стимулировали большую 
часть молодых людей оставаться в регионе проживания и ориентироваться на 
получение специальностей, востребованных местным рынком труда. 

Цель исследования – выявление образовательных планов выпускников 
школ и особенностей вхождения молодых людей в систему высшего образова-
ния региона. В качестве индикаторов рассматриваются доступность образова-
ния и миграция молодежи на этапе перехода из системы среднего образования 
в высшую школу. 

Проблемная ситуация заключается в миграции молодых людей из регио-
на проживания в крупные университетские центры. Это приводит к изменению 
демографической ситуации регионов и оттоку наиболее способных и подготов-
ленных выпускников. 

Материалы и методы исследования. Использованы данные проведенно-
го авторами социологического исследования «Комплексный анализ системы об-
разования Кемеровской области», в рамках которого методом анкетирования, 
реализованного с помощью платформы Google forms, были опрошены выпуск-
ники школ (787 девятиклассников, 338 одиннадцатиклассников) и их родители 
(520 человек). Опрос охватил 18 школ, расположенных во всех районах области 
и во всех типах поселений. На этапе анализа данных в функциональной среде 
SPSS 25 были обработаны первичные данные и представлены результаты ме-
тодами описательной статистики; проведен углубленный анализ эмпирической 
информации многомерными методами аналитической статистики, включая 
критерий значимости χ2, процедуры факторного и корреляционно-регрессион-
ного анализа (p < 0,001). 
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Результаты исследования и научная новизна. Выявлены перспективные 
планы выпускников школ промышленного региона России; изучены мотивы и 
аргументация их выбора; определены факторы, влияющие на этот выбор. В ка-
честве возможных мер по преодолению оттока молодых людей из регионов ав-
торы предлагают рассматривать целевое обучение, работу с талантливой моло-
дежью, организацию взаимодействия на уровне «работодатель – школа – вуз», 
различные формы сетевого взаимодействия вузов, а также современные формы 
привлечения студентов в комфортную образовательную среду университета, со-
здание условий не только для обучения, но и для досуга, саморазвития, реализа-
ции непрерывного образования.  

Практическая значимость. Результаты исследования будут полезны 
специалистам в области проблем образования, изучения и анализа миграцион-
ных настроений молодежи, аналитикам рынка труда, представителям органов 
управления образованием и региональной администрации. Инструментарий ис-
следования может быть использован при анализе образовательной миграции и 
изучении профессиональных траекторий выпускников школ регионов России. 
Планируется распространить данный опыт изучения системы образования на 
наиболее проблемные в плане образовательной миграции регионы РФ с целью 
предложения им возможных путей оптимизации этого процесса.

Ключевые слова: образование, выпускник, миграция, траектория, 
 регион, школа. 
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Introduction
Special attention is now being paid to the development of the education 

system. Education is increasingly becoming a driver of the region’s development. 
Living standards of the citizens, social stability, and growth prospects, largely 
depends on its effectiveness. The objective of the system of higher education 
in the framework of the National Project “Education” is to develop universities 
and strengthen their competitiveness among the world’s leading research 
and educational centers. The fulfillment of those aims should be based on a 
high level of interaction between all levels of education. The joint efforts of the 
subjects of this interaction are intended to improve quality of the system of 
tertiary education, to make it relevant to modern requirements of the labour 
market and able to fully comply with the current and prospective demands of 
the regions of Russia in highly-qualified professionals.

The issues of most concern of professional training in current system of 
tertiary education in Russia is the situation with the transition of young people 
from secondary education to the university and introduction of a set of meas-
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ures that would encourage young people to stay in the region of residence and to 
focus on acquisition of knowledge and skills that are in demand by the regional 
labour market. To ensure quality education, four conditions are necessary: stu-
dents with a high level of basic training; highly qualified teaching staff; modern 
material and technical basis of training, and the interest of enterprises and 
businesses in the region to have their own skillful personnel. The foundation 
for the successful implementation of those conditions is high-quality secondary 
education in the region and the shaping of sustainable demand for young pro-
fessionals in the region.

Currently, in the Russian Federation there are very significant territorial 
differences in ensuring the accessibility of education for citizens of the country. 
The tertiary education system is currently facing new, global challenges related 
to the development of the digital economy, innovative practices, and market 
demands that are ahead of the requirements for specialties, competencies, 
and skills of the graduates. The problem is aggravated by the entry of a 
new generation into the labour market. This is the generation born in the 
21st century and having somewhat different ideas from previous generations’ 
about self-realisation, forms and types of employment, level of freedom and 
compensation for their labour. At the same time, it should be noted that a 
hallmark of the knowledge society is that its production should be pervasive, 
“daily available” and equally distributed throughout territory of the country 
territory [1].

All this requires adaptation of the tertiary education system to the 
challenges of the time and needs of potential university students. One of the 
approaches that can contribute to the effective transformation of tertiary 
education is the revision of its current order and construction of a new system 
of relationships between the system of tertiary education and the lower level of 
education – general secondary and professional secondary. This approach is 
especially relevant at the regional level.

The objectives of this interaction should include solving such problems 
as: building sustainable ties with the system of general secondary education 
and secondary professional education in the region, developing tools for early 
career guidance and encouraging school graduates to continue their studies 
at universities in their region, productive relationships with enterprises and 
businesses in the region; the ability to develop educational programmes in 
accordance with the current and future demands of the regional labour market, 
the formation of mechanisms for expanding targeted training, a flexible system 
for involving and employing university students in the region of residence 
through internships and practices (Boyadijieva P. & Ilieva-Trichkova P. [2], 
Iloh C. [3], Hunter K. et al [4], Moeller J. et al [5]).

In their research the authors planned to get answers to the following 
questions: what are the educational trajectories of the secondary school 
graduates; what factors affect their choice; what conditions are necessary 
to reduce the outflow of youth from the regions; what factors can stimulate 
young people to learn in their region. The purpose of the current study is to 
analyse educational plans of school graduates and peculiarities of the process 
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of entering the tertiary education system in the region. As the indicators we 
consider the availability of education and migration of young people at the stage 
of transition from secondary education to tertiary education institutions. We 
assume that building stable links and creating educational consistency and 
close cooperation between schools and universities in the region will allow 
attracting school graduates to the institutions of tertiary education system of 
their region of residence, and will contribute to the development of both selected 
region and Russia as a whole. 

Literature Review
The problem of uneven access to quality educational resources in this 

country is interdisciplinary and pressing for all modern societies. It is addressed 
by demographers, economists, sociologists and migration specialists in both 
theoretical and applied aspects. In theoretical terms, the basic works in studying 
the problems of access to education were the studies of foreign authors (P. Bourdieu 
[6], J. Dewey [7], B. Simon [8], D. Bell [9], S. Bowles, H. Gintis [10], J. S. Coleman 
et al [11]) and Russian researchers (D. Konstantinovsky [12], T. Klyachko 
[13], N. Zubarevich [14], V. Fursova and D. Khannanova [15]). Of particular 
interest, however, are the approaches and analysis of these processes proposed 
by contemporary researchers (G. Crips, V. L. Baker et al. [16], L. Gabay-Egozi 
[17], C. Guthrie, H. Andersson et al [18], O. A. Urban [19], T. Bulatowa and 
A. Glukhov [20]). 

In the works of foreign experts, a lot of attention is paid to various aspects 
of the educational transition from the secondary school system to the post-
secondary level and the influence of the inequality factor on their development. 
Naturally, quite a large proportion of works is devoted to the analysis of the 
accessibility of education for children from various population groups and the 
peculiarities of their education in upper secondary schools. C. Puckett [21], 
S. Kolluri [22-23], C. A. George Mwangi [24], Xin Xiang [25] et al analyse 
characteristic features of the formation of educational trajectories for students 
in China, Latin America, Bulgaria, the USA and Germany. The authors note that 
the motives for continuing education at higher levels of education depend on 
many factors and require a serious and multi-faceted analysis. This is of special 
importance at the present time, since the rapid change in school education and 
applied practices inevitably leads to a certain social stratification and limitation 
in the ability of some groups of students to continue their education and receive 
it at a high-quality level.

To achieve the goals of the work, it was also useful to study the experience 
of studying the opinions of schoolchildren on their satisfaction with various 
aspects of the educational process. Thus, the work of C. Puckett [21] deals 
with the role of modern technologies in education and the dependence of upper 
secondary school students’ motivation for further education on their successful 
adoption. A comparative study by S. Kolluri [22] and W. Tierney [23] on various 
forms of inequality in education, emphasises the impact of the secondary 
school’s internal environment and the approaches to the organisation of the 
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educational process on the success of the students and, accordingly, on their 
further educational plans. An article by the African researcher C. A. George 
Mwangi [24] discusses educational strategies for post-secondary education 
and their dependence on human capital in the family. Xin Xiang [25] looks at 
educational disparities from the viewpoint of settlement structure using the 
example of China’s rural and urban areas. Proceeding from his own empirical 
material, he claims the dropout rates in secondary schools and the formation of 
the school-leavers’ educational plans to directly depend on the type of settlement 
and the family influences on student motivation to continue his/her education.

G. Crips and V. L. Baker [16], proceeding from the results of their study into 
students’ motivations and achievements, discovered the students’ educational 
trajectories to depend on the type of school, curriculum and general socioeconomic 
background. The authors believe the transition to a higher education level to be 
associated with the social origin and the environment (classmates) affecting the 
student’s motivation towards educational achievements. This is an extremely 
important and significant conclusion for considering continuing education and 
the desire to receive high-quality education as applied to the regional situation 
in Russia addressed in this paper.

Russian researchers, too, have since long ago and productively dealt 
with the analysis of educational trajectories of schoolchildren and their plans 
in terms of educational migration. These problems are looked at in their works 
(Strielkowski W. et al [26], Blinova T. [27], Bulatova T. [20], Kapuza A. et al. [28], 
Roshchina Y. [29], Tropnikova V. [30]). As for intercountry educational migration, 
it is noted that “the phenomenon of educational migration is one inherent in 
humanity over a significant period of its existence. Educational migration has 
always provided young people with access to up-to-date technologies, world 
culture, quality education and international labour markets” [26, p. 33].

On the whole, an analysis of the literature on the subject shows foreign 
experts and Russian researchers to be in accord while assessing a wide range 
of factors affecting the formation of the educational trajectories of secondary 
school graduates; among them, human capital in the family, the environment 
and socio-economic conditions. However, an analysis of foreign publications 
shows such a problem as educational migration within the country of residence 
to have been studied very poorly. Since the distribution of tertiary educational 
institutions across the country is fairly uniform and the change of residence for 
the population presents no problem in most European and American countries, 
such a weakly expressed interest towards the aspect of educational migration 
can be considered quite explainable. However, this problem is very serious in 
Asian countries, and it is being explored by researchers. Particularly pressing is 
this problem in Russia.

Research Methods 
The paper is based on the data of the sociological study conducted by the 

authors in November-December 2018. In the course of the study, the authors 
planned to get answers to the following questions: what educational trajectories 
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were actualised by 9th and 11th grade graduates; what factors influenced their 
choice; what conditions were needed to reduce the outflow of youth from the 
regions; and what factors could encourage young people to study and then work 
in their region.

Within the framework of the study basing on the “Secondary general 
education schools of the Kemerovo Oblast” official list 18 schools from all types 
of settlements were randomly selected. In those schools 787 ninth graders, 
338 eleventh graders, and 520 parents of ninth and eleventh graders were 
surveyed by means of a specially developed questionnaire using Google Forms 
platform. The questionnaire contained both close- and open ended questions. The 
survey was anonymous and the respondents’ personal data were not recorded in 
any additional forms. The recorded average time of the interview was 10 minutes.

At the stage of data analysis in the SPSS 25 functional environment 
primary data were processed and the results were presented using descriptive 
statistics methods; an in-depth analysis of empirical information was carried out 
using multidimensional methods of analytical statistics, including the Pearson’s 
χ2 significance test, the procedures of factor, correlation and regression analysis 
(p < 0.001).

Research results
Accessibility of education is one of the major issues being discussed 

in this paper. Here are some indicators characterising the accessibility of 
tertiary education in terms of enrollment rate of people aged 17–25 years with 
vacancies in Russian universities. Its average value is 33%. The Kursk Oblast, 
Moscow, the Moscow and Tomsk Oblasts scored highest in Russia (about 50%). 
For a significant part of the regions, it is less than 28% – the Yamal-Nenets 
Autonomous Okrug, Dagestan, Chechnya, Ingushetia, Tuva [30]. The level of 
territorial accessibility of the universities for students in Russia is not very high. 
The average is at the level 107 km. Moscow and the Moscow Oblast are ranked 
first with 8 km. The difficult situation is in the Siberian, Far Eastern and North 
Caucasian Federal Districts [28].

The quality of potential students is also important. To evaluate the quality 
of the admitted students, experts suggest such an indicator as the share of 
students entered regional universities with an average exam score of at least 
70 points. The share of those students in Russia is 24%. The highest shares 
by this indicator are in the universities of St. Petersburg, the Leningrad Oblast, 
the Tomsk, Sverdlovsk, Moscow Oblasts and in the city of Moscow. However, in 
29 regions, according to the 2016 statistic data, there were no universities with 
the average score exceed 70 points [31].

The availability of tertiary education in the region of residence of the 
graduates of secondary schools directly affects their long-term plans. Every 
year analysts record an increase in the share of ninth-grade graduates, mainly 
in regions, who decide not to continue any longer secondary school. Migration 
attitudes of secondary school students in their last year of school also vary 
depending on the region of residence.

This may be illustrated by the consideration of potential educational 
trajectories of the secondary school graduates, of the justification of the choice 
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of students in the final classes of schools and of their assessment of the 
opportunities provided by the school. This analysis is based on the data of the 
aforementioned sociological research “Analysis of the education system of the 
Russian region: The case of the Kemerovo Oblast”.

The life plans of graduates of different levels of education differ from each 
other, so their educational trajectories should be considered separately (Figure 1).

Fig 1. Distribution of respondents’ answers about their personal / children’s 
intentions after the end of the current year of study (percent of the respondents)

The opinion of 9th graders
The distribution of answers in this group of respondents is as follows: 

41.4% intend to continue their education at school. 47.6% will go to college. 
Almost nobody is going to work after grade 9 (2.3%). 8.6% of the respondents 
failed to give a definite answer.

The “secondary school – tertiary school” trajectory. According to official 
statistics data, from 45 to 84% of graduates of basic general secondary education 
continue to study at school after 9th grade. However, maximum indicators are 
recorded in only a few regions (Moscow, St. Petersburg, the Tyumen Oblast, 
the Republic of Sakha, the Chukotka Autonomous Okrug). The average for the 
Russian Federation is 56.2%. In the Kemerovo Oblast – about 50%. [32].

As to the reasons why they would like to continue schooling, the majority 
of students in grade 9 at secondary schools in Russia’s Kemerovo Oblast have 
stated that they took heed of their parents’ advice on getting a full secondary 
education (33.1% of those who decided to make it to grade 10). Equal proportions 
of respondents noted that they did not want to change their habitual environment 
and had a desire to receive a quality education (31.6% of respondents). One in 
five respondents mentioned the lack of clear plans for the future as a motive 
for continuing their education, so they plan to continue their education so 
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far (21.5%). Among the respondents there are those who, in principle, do not 
consider for themselves the possibility of receiving secondary professional 
education (15.6%). The same share of respondents believes that studying at 
an upper secondary school is more prestigious than at vocational institutions. 
Regarding their long-term plans after receiving full secondary education, most of 
this group of respondents indicated that they were planning to go to university 
(87.9%). The rest are still undecided.

The “secondary school – secondary professional education” trajectory. 
47.6% of the ninth-graders surveyed are planning to finish school and enter 
a vocational institution. Motivating their choice, they indicated that it was 
important for them, first of all, to obtain a profession in a particular institution 
(55.2% of those surveyed). About 27.2% of respondents in this group declared 
their unwillingness to prepare for and take the unified national exam. Quite 
significant is also the group of those who simply want to complete their studies 
at a secondary school and leave it (16.4%). That is, some respondents actually 
stated that they were determined to obtain a profession without having a 
conscious choice and apparent preferences as to their future professional activity. 
In secondary professional education institutions, a system of interaction with 
employers and the employment of graduates is better built. This also creates a 
serious advantage for young people on the regional labour market. This partly 
accounts for the low proportions of those who would like to leave the region and 
continue their studies at a secondary professional education institution.

The “secondary school – postsecondary vocational education – university” 
trajectory. 34.6% of respondents consider secondary professional education as 
an intermediate stage on the way to higher education, which is in compliance 
with the available statistics for secondary professional education graduates, 
who continue their education at higher educational institutions.

An analysis of the responses of 9th grade students as to their prospective 
educational and professional trajectories shows that about half of the 
respondents consciously make it to grade 10. For many, the motive behind their 
choice is determined by their parents’ opinion. More than half of the respondents 
are steadfastly planning to continue their studies at secondary professional 
education institutions.

The opinion of 11th graders 
The plans of secondary school leavers at the stage of completing secondary 

education differ from those of their younger “colleagues”. Many associate them 
with the further continuation of education at a higher educational institution 
(79.3%). This is a rather high indicator for a regional education system. 11.5% 
of respondents stated they would enter a secondary professional education 
institution. The rest would either take up a job or were still undecided on the 
choice.

The “secondary school – tertiary school” trajectory. Giving reasons for the 
choice of their further educational trajectory in the form of continuing their 
studies at a higher educational institution, the majority of respondents (80.5%) 
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named as the main motive the need to get an education to upgrade their skills 
in the profession of their choice. 38.2% of respondents dream of studying at a 
specific higher school. 15.4% of 11th grade students enter a university at their 
parents’ insistence. The responses of the respondents show that the majority are 
consciously planning to get higher education. Their choice is measured and is 
not a momentary and spontaneous decision.

The “secondary school – secondary professional education” trajectory. 
Of those 11.5% of students who are planning to enter a secondary vocational 
education institution after secondary school, the majority indicated that they 
did so to subsequently enter higher schools (64.1%). Another 38.5% noted 
that they wanted to receive exactly this particular education for their future 
profession which they had chosen. One in five respondents stated that they were 
urged to choose secondary professional education institution by the need to get 
a profession and begin to live on his/her own (20.5%).

The students’ answers convincingly show that the family has a significant 
influence on the decisions taken on the formation of the children’s educational 
trajectories and, in some cases, determines their choice [1; 28; 33]. This is an 
important observation, since their parents’ human capital is one of the main 
indicators of their children’s success. According to the survey findings, about 
40% of parents surveyed have higher education. The educational level of 11th 
graders’ parents is slightly higher than that in 9th graders’ parents. In terms of 
social status, 11th graders’ parents have higher indices.

A study conducted by American economists S. Levitt and S. Dubner 
proves that a child of educated parents is most likely to do well at school. This 
is favoured by the inherited thirst for knowledge, the intelligent environment 
in which he/she grows, and the fact that such parents understand the value 
of education and pass this feeling on to their child [34]. This remark is entirely 
in line with the already mentioned works by Bowles S. & Gintis H. [10] and 
Coleman J. S. et al. [11].

This hypothesis is corroborated by the results of international studies 
conducted by PISA and TIMSS showing that children from families with higher 
cultural capital have higher educational achievements. Similar data have been 
obtained by Russian experts. The latter assert that children who grew up in a 
family with parents having a high level of education receive a good education, 
even if their academic performance at school is not high [35]. 

The outflow of population, primarily young people, to other regions, 
including with the aim of continuing education, is one of the main and hard 
to solve problems in Russia’s most regions, including the Kemerovo Oblast. 
Particularly actively involved in this process are the most successful children 
who have received high scores on the unified national exam and are prize 
winners at the All-Russian Olympiad for schoolchildren (Figure 2).

There are no accurate data from the regions on youth educational 
migration. However, the authors’ own studies conducted using open regional 
statistics, enable us to ascertain that the proportion of secondary school 
graduates leaving for other regions of Russia to receive higher education ranges 
from 30% to 60%.
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Fig. 2. Dynamics of the number of the Kemerovo Oblast secondary school 
graduates, who went to other regions to continue their education (in %)

In this connection, 11th grade students who indicated their plans to go 
to university after finishing secondary school have been asked to name their 
preferred choice of educational institution. As a prognostic question, it was also 
posed to a group of 9th graders, their answer being that they were planning 
to go to college after finishing upper secondary school. 36.8% of 11th graders 
are planning to continue their education at higher schools of the Kemerovo 
Region. In the responses of 9th graders, this proportion is even lower, amounting 
to 30.6%. The rest are planning to leave. As a possible place of study, all 
respondents consider, first of all, higher schools of the neighboring regions 
(Novosibirsk, Tomsk, Tyumen) and also educational institutions in Moscow and 
St. Petersburg. Significantly, the answers of 9th graders show that in the future 
the educational migration of young people will only increase.

Among 11th grade students there is practically no one unable to unequivocally 
answer the question of choosing a region for further education. Therefore, the 
answers of this particular group of respondents seem to be the most balanced and 
thought out. Every tenth person of them (9.8%) is planning to go to capital cities. 
Every fifth graduate is planning to leave for another region of the Russian Federation 
that is not part of the Siberian Federal District (20.7%). Every fourth student wants 
to study at Universities in areas adjacent to the Kemerovo Oblast (25.6%).

Giving grounds for their choice of a place to continue their studies and un-
willingness to study in their region, the respondents mention various motives. As 
the main reason, they indicate a possibility of subsequent employment (51.3%) 
and, therefore, do not actually link their professional career to the regions of res-
idence in the future. A significant part of the respondents note that their depar-
ture is caused by a desire to move to another region (43.7%). Accordingly, there 
is virtually no hope for this group to return after studying. A significant part of 
the answers lies in the educational sphere. 47.5% of respondents want to get a 
better education than the Universities of Kuzbass can provide. 24.5% of respond-
ents plan study in the training directions that are unavailable in their region. The 
external components of studying, i.e. the availability of foreign internships and 
student exchange programmes, are significant for 22.8% of respondents.
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All students, regardless of their educational trajectory, were asked what 
three criteria were most important for them when choosing an educational 
organisation to continue their studies [36; 37]. Students at both education levels 
put in first place the quality of education, good prospects for employment after 
studying and the reputation of the educational institution.

Discussion and Conclusions
The study results show that as the region’s educational system is improving 

and a number of educational directions are being revised to meet the young 
people’s demands, quite a significant proportion of secondary school leavers 
can be attracted to higher schools within their region. Establishing relations 
with foreign universities and a real student exchange programme will provide 
additional arguments in favour of studying at the place of residence. 

By the time the young people enter university, they already have a certain 
amount of the educational capital received at school and at home. The family has a 
significant impact on decisions taken. Therefore, addressing the parent community 
and the argumentation on career prospects for school leavers in their region can be 
of great importance in the formation of their children’s plans. The study revealed 
poor career guidance at school. The role of the region’s enterprises, which should 
be interested in preparing staff for the future, is also hardly discernible. So, the 
student’s own educational capital, formed by the time of finishing school and 
choosing a subsequent trajectory, depends on many factors. A significant part of 
those factors can be substantially levelled when implementing a set of measures 
aimed at encouraging the young to stay in the regions of residence.
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