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Abstract. Introduction. The relevance of the research is accounted by the need
to analyse the educational transition of youth from secondary schools to the tertiary
education system and to develop a set of measures to encourage the majority of
young people to stay in the region of residence and to aim at obtaining skills de-
manded by the local and regional labour market.

The aim of the present research is to identify the educational plans of school
graduates and the peculiarities of young people entering into a region’s higher edu-
cation system. As indicators, the authors consider the availability of education and
young people migration at the stage of transition from secondary education to higher
education.

The problematic situation consists in youth migration from the regions of
residence to continue education in major university centers. It leads to a systemic
change in the regions’ demographic situation and to the outflow of the most capable
regional school leavers.

Materials and research methods. The article is based on the data of the soci-
ological study “Comprehensive Analysis of the Education System of the Kemerovo
Region” conducted by the authors. A specially developed questionnaire using Google
Forms platform was employed to interview the school graduates (787 ninth graders,
338 eleventh graders) and their parents (520 people). The survey covered 18 schools
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located in all types of settlements. At the stage of data analysis in the SPSS 25 func-
tional environment, primary data were processed and the results were presented
using descriptive statistics methods; an in-depth analysis of empirical information
was carried out using multidimensional methods of analytical statistics, including
the Pearson’s y? significance test, the procedures of factor, correlation and regression
analysis (p < 0.001).

Research results and scientific novelty. Long-range plans of secondary school
graduates in the industrial region of Russia were identified; the motives in favour
of their choice were studied; and the factors influencing this choice were revealed.
As possible measures to overcome the outflow of young people from the regions, the
authors propose to consider targeted training, the work with talented youth, the or-
ganisation of interaction at the level of “employer — school — university”, the various
forms of network interaction of universities, as well as the modern forms of attracting
students to the comfortable educational environment of the university, creating con-
ditions not only for learning, but also for leisure, self-development, implementation
of continuing education.

Practical significance. The research results should be of use to specialists en-
gaged in education studies and young people migration attitudes analysis, in labour
market in Russia’s regions, to education management and regional administration
officials. The research tools can be used in analysing educational migration and pro-
fessional trajectories of secondary school graduates in Russia. The study is sched-
uled to be extended to other RF regions that are most troubled in terms of education
migration, aiming to suggest possible ways to optimise this process there.
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AHHOmMmauyusi. BeedeHue. AKTyaAbHOCTh HCCAEIOBAHUS OIIPeIeAsIeTCs Heo0Xo-
JVMOCTBIO IIOMCKa KOHCTPYKTHBHBIX PEIIeHHH IpoOaeMBI 00pa30BaTEeABHOIO IIepe-
XO[a MOAOMEIKH U3 YIPEXKIECHHUS OOIIEero cpeaHero oopas3oBaHus B CHCTEMY BBICIIETO
00pa3oBaHUs U BEIPAOOTKH KOMIIAEKCA MeP, KOTOPbIe Obl CTHUMYAHPOBAaAH OOABIIYIO
4acCTh MOAOMBIX AIOZIEHl OCTaBaThCA B PETHMOHE IIPOXKMBAHHUA M OPUEHTHPOBATHCA Ha
TIOAYYEHHE CIIEIIHAaABHOCTEH, BOCTPEeOOBaHHBIX MECTHBIM PBIHKOM TPyAA.

Ilens uccnedoseaHusi — BBIIBACHHE 00pPa30BATEABHBIX IIAGHOB BBIIIYCKHHUKOB
IITKOA U OCOOEHHOCTEM BXOXKIEHUS MOAOABIX AIOAEY B CHCTEMy BBICIIIETO 00pasoBa-
HUS PervoHa. B KadecTBe HHAMKATOPOB PacCMaTPHBAIOTCSH JOCTYIIHOCTH 00pa3oBa-
HUS U MHUTPAIHS MOAOJEIKH Ha dTalle IIepexofa U3 CHCTEMBI CPEIHEr0 00pa3oBaHUsI
B BBICIIYIO IIIKOAY.

IIpobnemHas cumyayust 3aKAI0YAETCSI B MUT'PAIIMH MOAOJBIX AIOZIEH U3 PETHo-
Ha IIPOXKMBaHUA B KPYIIHbIE YHUBEPCUTETCKHE LIEHTPHI. DTO IPHUBOAUT K U3MEHEHHIO
aeMorpaduyecKoil CUTyallul PETHOHOB U OTTOKY Hanboaee CIIOCOOHBIX U IIOATOTOB-
A€HHBIX BBIITyCKHHKOB.

Mamepuansl u memoost uccredosaHrusi. VIcIioab30BaHbl JaHHBIE IIPOBENEHHO-
r'o aBTOPaMHU COLIMOAOTHYECKOTO HcCAeNOoBaHMs «KOMITAEKCHBIH aHaAW3 CHCTEMBI 00-
pasoBanusa KemepoBcKoil obaacTH», B paMKax KOTOPOrO METOIAOM aHKETHPOBAHHI,
Peasru30BaHHOIO C ITOMOIIBI0 maaTdopMel Google forms, OBIAH OIIPOILEHBI BBIITYCK-
HUKHU IIKOA (787 neBATHKAACCHUKOB, 338 OUHHAAIIATUKAACCHHUKOB) 1 UX POIUTEAU
(520 ueaoBek). Ompoc oxBaTHA 18 IIKOA, PACIIOAOKEHHBIX BO BCEX paiioHax o0AacTH
U BO BCEX THUIIaX IloceAeHUil. Ha 3Tame aHaan3a maHHBIX B (DYHKIIMOHAABHOU cpene
SPSS 25 Oblan 06paboTaHbl II€PBUYHBIE JAHHbIE U IIPEACTABACHBI PE3yABTATHI Me-
TOAMH OITHMCATEABHOH CTATHCTHUKH; IIPOBEAEH YIAYOA€HHBIH aHaAWU3 SMIIHPHYECKOH
uH(MOPMALUY MHOTOMEPHBIMH METOAAMH AaHAAUTHYECKOH CTATHUCTHUKH, BKAIOYAST
KPHUTEPHUH 3HAYUMOCTH )2, IPOLEAYPhI (PaKTOPHOTO U KOPPEAIIIMOHHO-PErPECCHOH-
HoOro a”aausa (p < 0,001).
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Pesynemamul uccnedogarust U HayuHas HOBU3HA. BBIABAEHBI ITePCIIEKTUBHBIE
IIAQHBI BBIIIYCKHUKOB IIKOA IIPOMBIIIACHHOTO PeruoHa PoccHu; M3y4eHBbI MOTHUBBI U
apryMeHTallHs UX BBIOOPA; OIIpeieAeHbl (DaKTOPhI, BAUSIOIINE Ha 9TOT BBIOOD. B Ka-
YecTBe BO3MOIKHBIX Mep II0 IIPEOJOACHHIO OTTOKA MOAOIBIX A0/ U3 PEeTHOHOB aB-
TOPBI IIPEAAraloT PacCMaTPHUBATD IIeA€BOe OOydeHHe, paboTy C TaAaHTAMBOM MOAO-
JEKbI0, OPTaHU3AIINI0 B3aUMOAEHCTBUA Ha YPOBHE «paboTomaTeAb — LIKOAA — BY3»,
pas3AndHbIe (DPOPMBI CETEBOTO B3aUMOAEHCTBHUSA By30B, a TaK:Ke COBPEMEHHBIE (DOPMBI
IIPUBACYEHHS CTYAEHTOB B KOM(MOPTHYIO 00pa30BaTEABHYIO CPey YHUBEPCHUTETA, CO-
3[1aHHE YCAOBHI HE TOABKO JAsl OOy4UeHMsI, HO U JAS JOCyTa, CAMOPAa3BHUTHS, peaAn3a-
LIMH HEIIPEPHIBHOTO 00pa30BaHHA.

IIpakmuueckast 3Hauumocmos. PesyabTaThl HCCAENOBaHUS OyAyT IIOAE3HBI
CIIEIIMaAUCTaM B 00AACTHU ITpobaeM 00pa30BaHUsA, H3YYEHUS M aHAAN3a MHUTPAIIHOH-
HBIX HACTPOEHHUM MOAOLEIKH, aHAAUTHKAaM DBIHKA TPYyAd, IIPEACTABHTEASIM OPraHOB
yIpaBAeHHs 06pa30oBaHHEM M PETHOHAABHOM aAMHHUCTpAaIU. HCTpyMeHTapHii uc-
CA€IOBaHHS MOKET OBITH HCIIOAB30BAH IIPH aHaAu3e 00pa30oBaTEAbHON MHUIPAIIUH U
HU3y4YEeHUH MPO(PEeCCUOHAABHBIX TPACKTOPUIl BBIIYCKHUKOB IIIKOA PETHMOHOB Poccuu.
[MaraHupyeTCH PaACIPOCTPAHUTE AAHHBIM OIBIT M3YYEHHA CHCTEMBI 0O0pa3oBaHUA Ha
Hauboaee IpoOAEMHBIE B IIAaHEe 00pa30BaTEABHOM MUTpAllMH PErHoHbl PP c meabio
IIPEeIAOKEHUS UM BO3MOZKHBIX IIyTeH ONTHMH3AIMH 3TOTO IIpoIecca.

Knroueesvte cnoea: ob6paszoBaHHe, BBIIYCKHUK, MUTpallUd, TPaeKTOPHS,
PETHOH, IIKOAA.

Bnazodaprocmu. ABTOpBI BbIpaxKaroT OaarogapHoCcTb PoccuiickoMmy (QoOHIY
yHIaMeHTaAbHBIX uccaenoBauuii (PODPU) 3a moanepkky pabots! (rpaut No 19-511-
93002) 1 KOAAEKTHBY aHOHUMHBIX PELIEH3EHTOB 3a IPOSBAEHHBIN K paboTe HHTepeC.

[Ans yumupoearnus: AnerikoBckuii Y. A., MoreBa A. U., CaBuna H. E., lac-
napumnBuau A. T., KpyxmaseBa O. B. O6pa3zoBaTeabHbIe TPAEKTOPUH BBIITYCKHUKOB
IIIKOA POCCHHCKOTO IIPOMBILIAEHHOTO peruoHa // Ob6pasoBanue u Hayka. 2020. T. 22,
Neo 10. C. 41-60. DOI: 10.17853/1994-5639-2020-10-41-60

Introduction

Special attention is now being paid to the development of the education
system. Education is increasingly becoming a driver of the region’s development.
Living standards of the citizens, social stability, and growth prospects, largely
depends on its effectiveness. The objective of the system of higher education
in the framework of the National Project “Education” is to develop universities
and strengthen their competitiveness among the world’s leading research
and educational centers. The fulfillment of those aims should be based on a
high level of interaction between all levels of education. The joint efforts of the
subjects of this interaction are intended to improve quality of the system of
tertiary education, to make it relevant to modern requirements of the labour
market and able to fully comply with the current and prospective demands of
the regions of Russia in highly-qualified professionals.

The issues of most concern of professional training in current system of
tertiary education in Russia is the situation with the transition of young people
from secondary education to the university and introduction of a set of meas-

Obpaszoearue u Hayka. Tom 22, Ne 10. 2020 / The Education and Science Journal. Vol. 22, Ne 10. 2020

44



Educational trajectories of school graduates of the Russian industrial region

ures that would encourage young people to stay in the region of residence and to
focus on acquisition of knowledge and skills that are in demand by the regional
labour market. To ensure quality education, four conditions are necessary: stu-
dents with a high level of basic training; highly qualified teaching staff; modern
material and technical basis of training, and the interest of enterprises and
businesses in the region to have their own skillful personnel. The foundation
for the successful implementation of those conditions is high-quality secondary
education in the region and the shaping of sustainable demand for young pro-
fessionals in the region.

Currently, in the Russian Federation there are very significant territorial
differences in ensuring the accessibility of education for citizens of the country.
The tertiary education system is currently facing new, global challenges related
to the development of the digital economy, innovative practices, and market
demands that are ahead of the requirements for specialties, competencies,
and skills of the graduates. The problem is aggravated by the entry of a
new generation into the labour market. This is the generation born in the
215t century and having somewhat different ideas from previous generations’
about self-realisation, forms and types of employment, level of freedom and
compensation for their labour. At the same time, it should be noted that a
hallmark of the knowledge society is that its production should be pervasive,
“daily available” and equally distributed throughout territory of the country
territory [1].

All this requires adaptation of the tertiary education system to the
challenges of the time and needs of potential university students. One of the
approaches that can contribute to the effective transformation of tertiary
education is the revision of its current order and construction of a new system
of relationships between the system of tertiary education and the lower level of
education — general secondary and professional secondary. This approach is
especially relevant at the regional level.

The objectives of this interaction should include solving such problems
as: building sustainable ties with the system of general secondary education
and secondary professional education in the region, developing tools for early
career guidance and encouraging school graduates to continue their studies
at universities in their region, productive relationships with enterprises and
businesses in the region; the ability to develop educational programmes in
accordance with the current and future demands of the regional labour market,
the formation of mechanisms for expanding targeted training, a flexible system
for involving and employing university students in the region of residence
through internships and practices (Boyadijieva P. & Ilieva-Trichkova P. [2],
Iloh C. [3], Hunter K. et al [4], Moeller J. et al [3J]).

In their research the authors planned to get answers to the following
questions: what are the educational trajectories of the secondary school
graduates; what factors affect their choice; what conditions are necessary
to reduce the outflow of youth from the regions; what factors can stimulate
young people to learn in their region. The purpose of the current study is to
analyse educational plans of school graduates and peculiarities of the process
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of entering the tertiary education system in the region. As the indicators we
consider the availability of education and migration of young people at the stage
of transition from secondary education to tertiary education institutions. We
assume that building stable links and creating educational consistency and
close cooperation between schools and universities in the region will allow
attracting school graduates to the institutions of tertiary education system of
their region of residence, and will contribute to the development of both selected
region and Russia as a whole.

Literature Review

The problem of uneven access to quality educational resources in this
country is interdisciplinary and pressing for all modern societies. It is addressed
by demographers, economists, sociologists and migration specialists in both
theoretical and applied aspects. In theoretical terms, the basic works in studying
the problems of access to education were the studies of foreign authors (P. Bourdieu
[6], J. Dewey [7], B. Simon [8], D. Bell [9], S. Bowles, H. Gintis [10], J. S. Coleman
et al [11]) and Russian researchers (D. Konstantinovsky [12], T. Klyachko
[13], N. Zubarevich [14], V. Fursova and D. Khannanova [15]). Of particular
interest, however, are the approaches and analysis of these processes proposed
by contemporary researchers (G. Crips, V. L. Baker et al. [16], L. Gabay-Egozi
[17], C. Guthrie, H. Andersson et al [18], O. A. Urban [19], T. Bulatowa and
A. Glukhov [20]).

In the works of foreign experts, a lot of attention is paid to various aspects
of the educational transition from the secondary school system to the post-
secondary level and the influence of the inequality factor on their development.
Naturally, quite a large proportion of works is devoted to the analysis of the
accessibility of education for children from various population groups and the
peculiarities of their education in upper secondary schools. C. Puckett [21],
S. Kolluri [22-23], C. A. George Mwangi [24], Xin Xiang [25] et al analyse
characteristic features of the formation of educational trajectories for students
in China, Latin America, Bulgaria, the USA and Germany. The authors note that
the motives for continuing education at higher levels of education depend on
many factors and require a serious and multi-faceted analysis. This is of special
importance at the present time, since the rapid change in school education and
applied practices inevitably leads to a certain social stratification and limitation
in the ability of some groups of students to continue their education and receive
it at a high-quality level.

To achieve the goals of the work, it was also useful to study the experience
of studying the opinions of schoolchildren on their satisfaction with various
aspects of the educational process. Thus, the work of C. Puckett [21] deals
with the role of modern technologies in education and the dependence of upper
secondary school students’ motivation for further education on their successful
adoption. A comparative study by S. Kolluri [22] and W. Tierney [23] on various
forms of inequality in education, emphasises the impact of the secondary
school’s internal environment and the approaches to the organisation of the
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educational process on the success of the students and, accordingly, on their
further educational plans. An article by the African researcher C. A. George
Mwangi [24] discusses educational strategies for post-secondary education
and their dependence on human capital in the family. Xin Xiang [25] looks at
educational disparities from the viewpoint of settlement structure using the
example of China’s rural and urban areas. Proceeding from his own empirical
material, he claims the dropout rates in secondary schools and the formation of
the school-leavers’ educational plans to directly depend on the type of settlement
and the family influences on student motivation to continue his/her education.

G. Crips and V. L. Baker [16], proceeding from the results of their study into
students’ motivations and achievements, discovered the students’ educational
trajectories to depend on the type of school, curriculum and general socioeconomic
background. The authors believe the transition to a higher education level to be
associated with the social origin and the environment (classmates) affecting the
student’s motivation towards educational achievements. This is an extremely
important and significant conclusion for considering continuing education and
the desire to receive high-quality education as applied to the regional situation
in Russia addressed in this paper.

Russian researchers, too, have since long ago and productively dealt
with the analysis of educational trajectories of schoolchildren and their plans
in terms of educational migration. These problems are looked at in their works
(Strielkowski W. et al [26], Blinova T. [27], Bulatova T. [20], Kapuza A. et al. [28],
Roshchina Y. [29], Tropnikova V. [30]). As for intercountry educational migration,
it is noted that “the phenomenon of educational migration is one inherent in
humanity over a significant period of its existence. Educational migration has
always provided young people with access to up-to-date technologies, world
culture, quality education and international labour markets” [26, p. 33].

On the whole, an analysis of the literature on the subject shows foreign
experts and Russian researchers to be in accord while assessing a wide range
of factors affecting the formation of the educational trajectories of secondary
school graduates; among them, human capital in the family, the environment
and socio-economic conditions. However, an analysis of foreign publications
shows such a problem as educational migration within the country of residence
to have been studied very poorly. Since the distribution of tertiary educational
institutions across the country is fairly uniform and the change of residence for
the population presents no problem in most European and American countries,
such a weakly expressed interest towards the aspect of educational migration
can be considered quite explainable. However, this problem is very serious in
Asian countries, and it is being explored by researchers. Particularly pressing is
this problem in Russia.

Research Methods

The paper is based on the data of the sociological study conducted by the
authors in November-December 2018. In the course of the study, the authors
planned to get answers to the following questions: what educational trajectories
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were actualised by 9™ and 11" grade graduates; what factors influenced their
choice; what conditions were needed to reduce the outflow of youth from the
regions; and what factors could encourage young people to study and then work
in their region.

Within the framework of the study basing on the “Secondary general
education schools of the Kemerovo Oblast” official list 18 schools from all types
of settlements were randomly selected. In those schools 787 ninth graders,
338 eleventh graders, and 520 parents of ninth and eleventh graders were
surveyed by means of a specially developed questionnaire using Google Forms
platform. The questionnaire contained both close- and open ended questions. The
survey was anonymous and the respondents’ personal data were not recorded in
any additional forms. The recorded average time of the interview was 10 minutes.

At the stage of data analysis in the SPSS 25 functional environment
primary data were processed and the results were presented using descriptive
statistics methods; an in-depth analysis of empirical information was carried out
using multidimensional methods of analytical statistics, including the Pearson’s
¥? significance test, the procedures of factor, correlation and regression analysis
(p < 0.001).

Research results

Accessibility of education is one of the major issues being discussed
in this paper. Here are some indicators characterising the accessibility of
tertiary education in terms of enrollment rate of people aged 17-25 years with
vacancies in Russian universities. Its average value is 33%. The Kursk Oblast,
Moscow, the Moscow and Tomsk Oblasts scored highest in Russia (about 50%).
For a significant part of the regions, it is less than 28% - the Yamal-Nenets
Autonomous Okrug, Dagestan, Chechnya, Ingushetia, Tuva [30]. The level of
territorial accessibility of the universities for students in Russia is not very high.
The average is at the level 107 km. Moscow and the Moscow Oblast are ranked
first with 8 km. The difficult situation is in the Siberian, Far Eastern and North
Caucasian Federal Districts [28].

The quality of potential students is also important. To evaluate the quality
of the admitted students, experts suggest such an indicator as the share of
students entered regional universities with an average exam score of at least
70 points. The share of those students in Russia is 24%. The highest shares
by this indicator are in the universities of St. Petersburg, the Leningrad Oblast,
the Tomsk, Sverdlovsk, Moscow Oblasts and in the city of Moscow. However, in
29 regions, according to the 2016 statistic data, there were no universities with
the average score exceed 70 points [31].

The availability of tertiary education in the region of residence of the
graduates of secondary schools directly affects their long-term plans. Every
year analysts record an increase in the share of ninth-grade graduates, mainly
in regions, who decide not to continue any longer secondary school. Migration
attitudes of secondary school students in their last year of school also vary
depending on the region of residence.

This may be illustrated by the consideration of potential educational
trajectories of the secondary school graduates, of the justification of the choice
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of students in the final classes of schools and of their assessment of the
opportunities provided by the school. This analysis is based on the data of the
aforementioned sociological research “Analysis of the education system of the
Russian region: The case of the Kemerovo Oblast”.

The life plans of graduates of different levels of education differ from each
other, so their educational trajectories should be considered separately (Figure 1).

11th Grade
students

9th Grade
students L 47,6 2*3-
0 20 40 60 80 100
Continuing education in the 10th grade
B University
Vocational school
Job

M Difficult to answer

Fig 1. Distribution of respondents’ answers about their personal / children’s
intentions after the end of the current year of study (percent of the respondents)

The opinion of 9* graders

The distribution of answers in this group of respondents is as follows:
41.4% intend to continue their education at school. 47.6% will go to college.
Almost nobody is going to work after grade 9 (2.3%). 8.6% of the respondents
failed to give a definite answer.

The “secondary school — tertiary school” trajectory. According to official
statistics data, from 45 to 84% of graduates of basic general secondary education
continue to study at school after 9" grade. However, maximum indicators are
recorded in only a few regions (Moscow, St. Petersburg, the Tyumen Oblast,
the Republic of Sakha, the Chukotka Autonomous Okrug). The average for the
Russian Federation is 56.2%. In the Kemerovo Oblast — about 50%. [32].

As to the reasons why they would like to continue schooling, the majority
of students in grade 9 at secondary schools in Russia’s Kemerovo Oblast have
stated that they took heed of their parents’ advice on getting a full secondary
education (33.1% of those who decided to make it to grade 10). Equal proportions
of respondents noted that they did not want to change their habitual environment
and had a desire to receive a quality education (31.6% of respondents). One in
five respondents mentioned the lack of clear plans for the future as a motive
for continuing their education, so they plan to continue their education so
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far (21.5%). Among the respondents there are those who, in principle, do not
consider for themselves the possibility of receiving secondary professional
education (15.6%). The same share of respondents believes that studying at
an upper secondary school is more prestigious than at vocational institutions.
Regarding their long-term plans after receiving full secondary education, most of
this group of respondents indicated that they were planning to go to university
(87.9%). The rest are still undecided.

The “secondary school — secondary professional education” trajectory.
47.6% of the ninth-graders surveyed are planning to finish school and enter
a vocational institution. Motivating their choice, they indicated that it was
important for them, first of all, to obtain a profession in a particular institution
(55.2% of those surveyed). About 27.2% of respondents in this group declared
their unwillingness to prepare for and take the unified national exam. Quite
significant is also the group of those who simply want to complete their studies
at a secondary school and leave it (16.4%). That is, some respondents actually
stated that they were determined to obtain a profession without having a
conscious choice and apparent preferences as to their future professional activity.
In secondary professional education institutions, a system of interaction with
employers and the employment of graduates is better built. This also creates a
serious advantage for young people on the regional labour market. This partly
accounts for the low proportions of those who would like to leave the region and
continue their studies at a secondary professional education institution.

The “secondary school — postsecondary vocational education — university”
trajectory. 34.6% of respondents consider secondary professional education as
an intermediate stage on the way to higher education, which is in compliance
with the available statistics for secondary professional education graduates,
who continue their education at higher educational institutions.

An analysis of the responses of 9 grade students as to their prospective
educational and professional trajectories shows that about half of the
respondents consciously make it to grade 10. For many, the motive behind their
choice is determined by their parents’ opinion. More than half of the respondents
are steadfastly planning to continue their studies at secondary professional
education institutions.

The opinion of 11* graders

The plans of secondary school leavers at the stage of completing secondary
education differ from those of their younger “colleagues”. Many associate them
with the further continuation of education at a higher educational institution
(79.3%). This is a rather high indicator for a regional education system. 11.5%
of respondents stated they would enter a secondary professional education
institution. The rest would either take up a job or were still undecided on the
choice.

The “secondary school — tertiary school” trajectory. Giving reasons for the
choice of their further educational trajectory in the form of continuing their
studies at a higher educational institution, the majority of respondents (80.5%)
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named as the main motive the need to get an education to upgrade their skills
in the profession of their choice. 38.2% of respondents dream of studying at a
specific higher school. 15.4% of 11" grade students enter a university at their
parents’ insistence. The responses of the respondents show that the majority are
consciously planning to get higher education. Their choice is measured and is
not a momentary and spontaneous decision.

The “secondary school — secondary professional education” trajectory.
Of those 11.5% of students who are planning to enter a secondary vocational
education institution after secondary school, the majority indicated that they
did so to subsequently enter higher schools (64.1%). Another 38.5% noted
that they wanted to receive exactly this particular education for their future
profession which they had chosen. One in five respondents stated that they were
urged to choose secondary professional education institution by the need to get
a profession and begin to live on his/her own (20.5%).

The students’ answers convincingly show that the family has a significant
influence on the decisions taken on the formation of the children’s educational
trajectories and, in some cases, determines their choice [1; 28; 33]. This is an
important observation, since their parents’ human capital is one of the main
indicators of their children’s success. According to the survey findings, about
40% of parents surveyed have higher education. The educational level of 11%
graders’ parents is slightly higher than that in 9" graders’ parents. In terms of
social status, 11t graders’ parents have higher indices.

A study conducted by American economists S. Levitt and S. Dubner
proves that a child of educated parents is most likely to do well at school. This
is favoured by the inherited thirst for knowledge, the intelligent environment
in which he/she grows, and the fact that such parents understand the value
of education and pass this feeling on to their child [34]. This remark is entirely
in line with the already mentioned works by Bowles S. & Gintis H. [10] and
Coleman J. S. et al. [11].

This hypothesis is corroborated by the results of international studies
conducted by PISA and TIMSS showing that children from families with higher
cultural capital have higher educational achievements. Similar data have been
obtained by Russian experts. The latter assert that children who grew up in a
family with parents having a high level of education receive a good education,
even if their academic performance at school is not high [35].

The outflow of population, primarily young people, to other regions,
including with the aim of continuing education, is one of the main and hard
to solve problems in Russia’s most regions, including the Kemerovo Oblast.
Particularly actively involved in this process are the most successful children
who have received high scores on the unified national exam and are prize
winners at the All-Russian Olympiad for schoolchildren (Figure 2).

There are no accurate data from the regions on youth educational
migration. However, the authors’ own studies conducted using open regional
statistics, enable us to ascertain that the proportion of secondary school
graduates leaving for other regions of Russia to receive higher education ranges
from 30% to 60%.
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Fig. 2. Dynamics of the number of the Kemerovo Oblast secondary school
graduates, who went to other regions to continue their education (in %)

In this connection, 11% grade students who indicated their plans to go
to university after finishing secondary school have been asked to name their
preferred choice of educational institution. As a prognostic question, it was also
posed to a group of 9% graders, their answer being that they were planning
to go to college after finishing upper secondary school. 36.8% of 11% graders
are planning to continue their education at higher schools of the Kemerovo
Region. In the responses of 9t graders, this proportion is even lower, amounting
to 30.6%. The rest are planning to leave. As a possible place of study, all
respondents consider, first of all, higher schools of the neighboring regions
(Novosibirsk, Tomsk, Tyumen) and also educational institutions in Moscow and
St. Petersburg. Significantly, the answers of 9 graders show that in the future
the educational migration of young people will only increase.

Among 11 grade students there is practically no one unable to unequivocally
answer the question of choosing a region for further education. Therefore, the
answers of this particular group of respondents seem to be the most balanced and
thought out. Every tenth person of them (9.8%) is planning to go to capital cities.
Every fifth graduate is planning to leave for another region of the Russian Federation
that is not part of the Siberian Federal District (20.7%). Every fourth student wants
to study at Universities in areas adjacent to the Kemerovo Oblast (25.6%).

Giving grounds for their choice of a place to continue their studies and un-
willingness to study in their region, the respondents mention various motives. As
the main reason, they indicate a possibility of subsequent employment (51.3%)
and, therefore, do not actually link their professional career to the regions of res-
idence in the future. A significant part of the respondents note that their depar-
ture is caused by a desire to move to another region (43.7%). Accordingly, there
is virtually no hope for this group to return after studying. A significant part of
the answers lies in the educational sphere. 47.5% of respondents want to get a
better education than the Universities of Kuzbass can provide. 24.5% of respond-
ents plan study in the training directions that are unavailable in their region. The
external components of studying, i.e. the availability of foreign internships and
student exchange programmes, are significant for 22.8% of respondents.
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All students, regardless of their educational trajectory, were asked what
three criteria were most important for them when choosing an educational
organisation to continue their studies [36; 37]. Students at both education levels
put in first place the quality of education, good prospects for employment after
studying and the reputation of the educational institution.

Discussion and Conclusions

The study results show that as the region’s educational system is improving
and a number of educational directions are being revised to meet the young
people’s demands, quite a significant proportion of secondary school leavers
can be attracted to higher schools within their region. Establishing relations
with foreign universities and a real student exchange programme will provide
additional arguments in favour of studying at the place of residence.

By the time the young people enter university, they already have a certain
amount of the educational capital received at school and at home. The family has a
significant impact on decisions taken. Therefore, addressing the parent community
and the argumentation on career prospects for school leavers in their region can be
of great importance in the formation of their children’s plans. The study revealed
poor career guidance at school. The role of the region’s enterprises, which should
be interested in preparing staff for the future, is also hardly discernible. So, the
student’s own educational capital, formed by the time of finishing school and
choosing a subsequent trajectory, depends on many factors. A significant part of
those factors can be substantially levelled when implementing a set of measures
aimed at encouraging the young to stay in the regions of residence.
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