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GLOBAL PRACTICES OF STUDENTS’ RESEARCH

Abstract. The aim of the study is to consider the problem of students’ re-
search both worldwide and in Russia.

Methods. The methods involve review and analysis of the foreign and Rus-
sian scientific literature on studied subjects; surveys on the management and re-
alisation of student’s scientific activity in different countries; comparative analysis
of the data received during surveys.

Results and scientific novelty. At the first stage literature concerning the
question of doing research in different countries is analyzed. Then the problems
existing in the sphere of students’ research worldwide are identified. Among them
are students’ motivation, supervisors’ motivation, developing friendly scientific
environment at various levels, communication in science. Then, two surveys were
held to support the theoretical issues. The first concerned general aspects of stu-
dents’ research internationally such as when they start doing it, how they are mo-
tivated, what are the relations with supervisors etc. The second included ques-
tions about general age of getting scientific degrees (bachelor, master, and PhD),
and was divided into two parts: for international and Russian staff. Procedures
and results of the surveys undertaken for revealing of scientists’ opinion on qual-
ity and features of the specified kind of students’ activity in different countries
across the world are described. It is shown, that some problems are common for
Russia and global scientific society.
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Practical significance. On the basis of world experience, some solutions on
development of scientific activity of the Russian students have been proposed by
the author.
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MEXOYHAPOOHbIW OMNbIT HAYYHOWN OEATENIbHOCTHU
CTYAEHTOB

AHHOomauyus. Ilenu CTaTbHU — OCBETHTH DPAa3AWYHBIE ACIEKTHI M BCKPBITH
nIpobAeMBbI HayYHOM [eITeABHOCTH CTYAEHTOB B Poccuu u 3a pybekom.

Memoout. O630p u aHaau3 3apybOezKHOM U OTEUECTBEHHOH HAydHOM AWTepa-
TYPBI II0 H3y4YaeMoii TeMaTHKe; OIIPOCHI, KACAIOIIHMECs OPTaHU3aIluK 1 OCYIIIeCTBAC-
HUSI CTYLEHYECKOM HAyYHOH NOeSTeABHOCTH B PA3HBIX CTpaHaX; CPaBHUTEABLHBIH
aHaAM3 JAHHBIX, IIOAYIEHHBIX B XOO€ OIIPOCOB.

Pesynemamel u HayuHasi HOBU3HA UCCedo8aHusl. PaccMoTpeHsl raobasbHbIE
IIPOIIECCHI, HAOAIOAIOIIMECS B COBPEMEHHOM IIPOPECCHOHAABHOM OOpPa30BaHUU.
B TeopeTHyeCcKOM IIAaHE H3y4YeHBI BOIIPOCHI, CBS3aHHBIE C HAYYHO-HCCAEIOBA-
TEeABCKOM paboTol y4Jarnuxcs BBICIIUX YieOHBIX 3aBeIeHU: MOTHBAIUS CTYAEHTOB
U UX HAYYHBIX PYKOBOIUTEAEH, CO3MaHHE COOTBETCTBYIOIIEH HaydHOM Cpenbl, Ha-
AQKUBaHHE HAYYHBIX KOMMyHUKAIui. OnucaHbl IPOLEAyPhl U PEe3yABTATHI OIIPO-
COB, IPEANPHUHSITHIX A BBIIBACHHS MHEHHS VIEHBIX O KA4eCTBe M 0COOEHHOCTAX
YKa3aHHOTO BHAA OESITEABHOCTH CTYAEHTOB B Pa3HBIX CTpaHaxX MHUpa. Y PecIIoH-
OEHTOB CpEeay IIPOYEero, B YACTHOCTH, BBISCHSAOCH, KOT[A ydalllMecs HAYUHAIOT
HCCA€ENOBaHHAd, KAKHE€ MOTHUBBI ABUXKYT UMH, KaK CKAQAbIBAIOTCA OTHOIIIEHUA C Ha-
Y9HBIM PYKOBOOUTEAEM, YEM OTAHNYAIOTCA HAYYHBIE HU3BICKaHHUA IIPETECHACHTOB Ha
cTeneHb 6akasaBpa, Marucrpa, AoKTopa. COoIoCTaBAEHHE HUTOIOB TE€OPETHYUECKOTrO
U IIPAKTUYECKOT0 aHaAu3a II0Ka3aA0, YTO HEKOTOPBIE IIPOOAEMBI IBAFIOTCH OOIIH-
MU H 1ad Poccun, B oA MEPOBOTO COOOIIIECTBA.

IIpaxmuueckas 3Hauumocmb. ABTOPOM Ha OCHOBE HMEIOLIETOCS MHPOBOTO
OIIbITA BBIABHHYTHI KOHKPETHBIE IIPEIAOKEHU 10 PA3BUTHIO HAYYHOH AeaTeAbHO-
CTH POCCHUICKHUX CTYAECHTOB.

KarodeBBbIe CAOBa: SKOHOMHKA 3HAHUM, Traobasn3aliys, BhICLIee o6pa3oBa-
HUe, Hay4YHbIe UCCAENOBAHUS, CTPATETHU YCTOMIHBOTO PA3BUTHS.
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Global practices of students’ research

Introduction. Students’ research is one of the main aspects of higher
education today. It is estimated that only four per cent of graduates in Russia
become future researches. Nevertheless, doing research is a great way to im-
prove various skills, from research to communicative ones. We cannot but
agree with Wieman who states that modern economics and global problems
facing the world today require more technically and scientifically-literate peo-
ple who have «complex problem solving skills» [15]. He suggests teaching stu-
dents science as they are scientists and, what is the most relevant for the
present research, to disseminate their results in scholarly manner.

Global processes in higher education. Global context of modern edu-
cation is usually characterized in terms of globalization, knowledge society
(knowledge economy) and technological revolutions.

The term knowledge economy was proposed by F. Fritz Machlup in
1962 [14] and then popularized by Peter Drucker as the title of Chapter 12 in
his book «The Age of Discontinuity» [8]. Firstly, it was used to define economic
sector, while now it refers to the highest level of innovative economy. Main
factors of its development are knowledge and human resources. It is obvious,
that knowledge economy includes not only technologies but also the mecha-
nism of «knowledge production»: universities, pure and applied science, com-
munication, patent system, research and innovation. So, the shift to knowl-
edge economy presupposes educational (including scientific education) sys-
tem change.

Globalization. Being originally economic, today the term «globalization»
means the process of not only the world’s economic and political, but also
cultural integration and unification. This is an objective, system process that
covers all aspects of society [2, P. 9-12]. Among conditions of globalization
experts in the field of economics name the development of modern communi-
cation systems, providing the infrastructure for rapid transition of knowledge,
and relatively low cost of air travel which makes possible the existence of the
whole united world community [4]. At the same time the central driving force
of globalization is higher education. The system of higher education and sci-
ence, in its turn, undergoes some changes, too.

Globalization in education provides equal rights to all countries for the
use of educational services. In accordance with the World Trade Organization
(WTO) recommendations, education relates to the service sector. Therefore,
the educational market competition grows increasingly fierce. In studies de-
voted to the impact of globalization on higher education system and its trans-
formation [1; 3, P. 37-38; 4, 9], the following main tendencies of this process
are formulated:

1. Easy access to higher education.
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2. Diversification of forms, levels and content.

3. Internationalization (globalization of education).

4. Increasing usage of ICT.

These tendencies are also reflected in the research processes: scientists
are working in extended research groups, form networking and, as a result,
create E-Science. The process of scientific communication also changes
greatly: paper-only system of knowledge storage and transfer gives way to
electronic facilities. Though, the need of peer review and face-to-face formal
and informal communication grows and becomes more relevant [6, 7; 11, P.
1281-1282].

Problems of students’ research abroad. Although about 10-15 years
ago foreign education and foreign science were seen in terms of their differ-
ences from the Russian system, today, during Russia’s engagement into the
world educational environment and the development of a new paradigm of
higher education, particularly relevant is the use of advanced educational
achievements of science and practice abroad. In foreign studies devoted to the
development of the world higher education system, the issues of its objectiv-
ity, quality and relevance, sources of financing and internationalization are
observed in details [10, P. 12].Characterizing research abroad, the authors
use such key concepts as research system, research environment, innovation,
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). Higher education
is directly connected with research and innovation processes. The intercon-
nection of the above fields is usually described in the concept of HERI [10, P.
7; 166].

Research in Europe and the United States is performed both at univer-
sities and enterprises. At the same time, universities occupy a small share of
this sector [10, P. 65]. Also parts of some research are performed jointly by
enterprises and universities. Nevertheless, the role of universities in the im-
plementation of the high-level research increases, aided by funding from the
state and the private sector. It can be argued that the entire university sci-
ence abroad is associated with the development of national and world econ-
omy by performing research in or cooperation with industry and business.
Hence the main trends in the development of science abroad are:

1) consistent and adequate funding for research;

2) research universities development;

3) openness and accessibility of the supportive research environment.

Three main functions are performed by doctoral researchers and train-
ees within the collaboration between universities and industry. Firstly, pro-
ducing knowledge within the scientific creativity and innovation development
systems and technologies; secondly, spreading of knowledge to the wider so-

178 Obpa3zoearue u Hayka. 2015. Ne 8 (127)



Global practices of students’ research

cial environment; and, thirdly, creating and developing the partnership net-
work between universities and business.

Among the challenges and risks facing students’ research abroad could
be mentioned:

1) financial: increase in the cost of research; difficulties in obtaining
grants, even though there is increase in funding; threat of science underfund-
ing by private sector;

2) professional: the problem of combining scientific work and teaching
activities.

3) intercultural: nowadays science produces knowledge that is the ba-
sis of social development. Therefore, unequal access to education is a very
dangerous global problem which leads to a so-called «Research gap» — a gap
that expresses the difference between those who produce knowledge and
those who need it but cannot access it [10, P. 11; 43, 49].

Therefore, the main directions of the modern higher education system de-
velopment are ensuring equal access to everybody and investing in high-level re-
search. They will provide the conversion of scientific knowledge into innovation
and will serve as a driving force in the development of society. In addition, those
who are engaged in research, constantly improve and update their knowledge
and improve their competitiveness, regardless of specialty areas.

Students’ research in Russia. The base of the modern student re-
search system in Russia is the number of organizational forms developed
during the XX century. They are well-known and still widely used thanks to
their efficiency. Among them we can name the following: students’ scientific
groups and societies, research seminars, scientific laboratories and students’
research conferences. But today, facing globalization processes, the whole
system of higher education is experiencing some changes, such as easy ac-
cess to knowledge, internationalization, and increasing usage of ICT.

These tendencies are also reflected in the research processes: scientists
are working in extended research groups, form networking and, as a result,
create E-Science. The process of scientific communication also changes
greatly: paper-only system of knowledge storage and transfer gives way to
electronic facilities. Though, the need of peer review and face-to-face formal
and informal communication grows and becomes more relevant.

That is why a technical university graduate is expected to have both
professional and basic competencies, i.e. communicative (social), psychologi-
cal, IT and some others. We strongly believe that students’ research has in-
fluence on key personal skills and abilities, helps to find a solution in any dif-
ficult situation, forms creativity and self-confidence. Of course, in combina-
tion with professional activities, it also influences person’s professional skills.
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Main difficulties in the sphere of student research that Russian techni-
cal universities face nowadays are:

1) low level of students’ motivation in research:

e having no interest in research, mostly because of their young age (for
Bachelors), because of combining education with work (for Masters), or even
because of time gap (for Masters who graduated from the university long ago
before being enrolled to Master courses);

e having no financial support for research.

2) low level of teachers’ motivation because of lack of time and small fi-
nancial support for supervising students engaged in research.

3) low level of communicative skills including foreign language compe-
tence.

4) low level of social competence.

Survey results. Students’ research abroad. To find out current trends
in students’ research, two surveys were held internationally. The first con-
cerned general aspects of students’ research internationally such as when
they start doing it, how they are motivated, what are the relations with super-
visors etc. The second included questions about average age of getting scien-
tific degrees (bachelor, master, and PhD), and was divided into two parts: for
international and Russian staff.

According to the surveys and interviews with foreign colleagues from
several European universities (Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Finland, India, Ja-
pan, Germany, Poland, Spain), students are engaged in research either
through a practical course or during preparation of the thesis. Temporary po-
sition of assistant professor or participation in sponsored project as well as
scholarship (approximately €1,500 per month for a 30-hour week) is offered
to them. Scientific research usually begins at the level of Master training
while at the undergraduate level practical tasks and exercises dominate. Nev-
ertheless, undergraduates can also do research.

Motivation depends largely on the professor’s ability to make students in-
terested in his subject or on his participation in research projects. For engineer-
ing specialties, a big role is played by the possibility of using well equipped labo-
ratories. Besides, a mark for the students’ research paper affects the annual of
final score; also, if the study is performed under a contract with a specific com-
pany, the student has a chance to get a position in this company after gradua-
tion. At some universities, contests for the best master’s thesis with the main
prize of about € 500 are held. One of the problems in this area is funding, which
can only be obtained by performing projects, while in the pure sciences it is
much more difficult than in applied ones.
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In the U. S. research is considered to be the foundation of the educa-
tional process. The minimum requirement is the need for research methods
in the educational process. There are two forms of doing research in the
United States.

1. Students are involved in sponsored research projects on a competitive
basis. For example, the University of California at Berkeley, the student may re-
ceive up to 4 credits for participation in such projects. Specifically to attract stu-
dents in such projects some special programs are developed [5, p. 2-3].

2. If the initiator of research is the student himself, he has the right to
perform an independent research project and use the results in the thesis.
For this type of work a student may get a grant or credits. Some students
work on their own research projects without any extra pay.

There are a number of studies dealing with matters of student motiva-
tion, including the motivation of research [13]. It is mentioned, that doing
their research students develop universal and professional competence, moti-
vation, cultural values, critical and creative thinking skills. Some papers [13]
present the results of psychological research devoted to identifying links be-
tween students’ research and their future professional activities. The study
showed that:

1. Students are generally satisfied with the results of their study.

2. Students, who are interested in scientific activities as the beginning
of their future profession, are attracted by a variety of internship programs.
After performing the research, students were convinced of the correctness of
their career choice.

3. These results are the same for different social and ethnic groups of
students.

In some works [5, 6, 11] it is emphasized that, despite the great sup-
port of science by the state in the developed countries, in the field of research
students also face a number of unresolved problems:

1) difficulty in finding out the number of students engaged in scientific
activities;

2) the problem of student motivation;

3) the negative influence of engaging students, especially freshers, into
research on completing their curriculum;

4) the problem of creating supportive scientific environment;

5) the issue of research culture;

6) the problem of scientific supervisory.

The second survey included questions on the age of people getting
their scientific degrees. Twenty-six researchers and teachers from Russia and
seventeen from other countries (Austria, Germany, Poland, Canada, Finland,
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Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, India, USA) were interviewed, among them 64 / 52%
represent humanities, 36 / 23% technical sciences, and 0 / 23% others (Law,
Education, Administration, Business, Psychology) correspondingly. As for the
age of engaging into research, 12% of Russian interviewees chose school age
(6% in other countries), 24% — beginning of the university education (23%),
24% (47%) — senior university courses, and 40% (23% correspondingly) an-
swered that they started their research after graduation. So, we can see the
difference between Russia and other countries, though the difference can be
explained by the fact that in Russia until recently post-graduate courses were
considered as a separate, research level, while in Europe and America it is a
part of higher education in general.

The average age of obtaining Master’s degree is 26 years in Russia and
33 in the other countries (taking into account that most Russian researchers
do not have it because of another degree system). The age of obtaining Rus-
sian candidate’s degree is 32 years old, the average age of getting PhD in the
world is 41. From all the Russian interviewees, only 3 answered the question
about their doctor’s degree: one answer from Russia is 52 years old and two
answers followed as « am going to do it in future». As we can see, world’s PhD
is usually obtained at the age which is in the very middle between Russian’s
candidate and doctor.

The results of the interviews as to the basic question in the survey are
given in Table.

So, the results show some differences in opinion about the age of starting
research. At the same time, most indices are nearly the same, and the differences
can be explained by the different scientific degrees systems worldwide.

Opinion about the necessity of the early engagement
of students into research

Is it necessary to start research activities as soon as possible?

Respondent feedback Russia Other countries
Yes, it is necessary S7,7% 47,6%
Yes, but only for some 26,9% 35,3%
students
May be 15,4% 5,9%

No, it is not necessary 0% 11,8%

Ways of solving the existing problems. We suppose that the devel-
opment of supportive scientific environment and the optimization of methods
and technologies of students’ engagement into scientific activities will in-
crease the efficiency of students’ research. This optimization should be con-
nected with all the levels of scientific environment in a technical university.
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These levels are: institutional (research management), information and tech-
nological (methodical), didactic (technologies of engaging students into re-
search and supervising the research itself).

1. Institutional level includes objectives, forms, and supporting pro-
grammes for young researches. Objectives: The university corporate culture
should be oriented on engaging students into research beginning with their
first years of education. Of course, not many of them might be interested, but
the more motivated they will be, the more positive results such orientation
could bring in the future. Student research should be seen and developed as
a system, and realized as a complex process with its quality criteria and im-
provement opportunities.

Forms: New forms of student research are students’ business incuba-
tors, or techno-parks, students’ participation in the university projects fi-
nanced by the state and the private sector, young researchers’ schools, stu-
dent research councils. All of them can now take form of distance learning.

Supportive programmes: Such programmes should define who can have
financial support from the university and on what conditions. In the Siberian
Automobile and Highway Academy (Omsk), as well as in some other technical
universities, the programme called «Student-researcher» includes all the
documents and indicators connected with young researchers and is aimed to
motivate and support such students.

There should also be created supportive programmes for scientific su-
pervisors. Their aim should be to improve teachers’ psychological compe-
tence, to provide them with such information as types and dynamic of stu-
dents’ motivation, psychological characteristics of different generations, and
so on. Financial support of teachers interested in working with young re-
searches should be an obligatory part of this programme.

2. Information and technological (methodical) level. Information
support includes free Internet access, free library recourses access (both to
paper and electronic documents), informing students about scientific confer-
ences, seminars, competitions. It is a main tool of scientific communication,
both formal and informal, both distance and face-to face. Technological sup-
port may have a form of <how-to-do-research», <how-to-write-a-scientific-
article» and materials like these, database; or students’ Research centre
(laboratory) with functions of providing students with methodical support on
any stage of their research.

3. Didactic level. Here, the main principles of teaching students to do
research may include:

e implementing the person-oriented approach in the form of individual
learning trajectories;
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e creating and implementing a course programme «Student research in
a technical university» for the needs of young researchers’ schools (centres) or
for an optional course as a part of student education programme;

e paying special attention to the subjects which form communicative
skills (humanities);

e making strong interrelations with industrial enterprises with the aim
to give a student opportunity to implement his research results;

e engaging students in various kinds of international cooperation,
which will let them enter international scientific environment and improve
both communicative and social skills.

So, variety of students’ research organizational forms is a sign of the
student research system modernization. We found out that there are little
Student Research Councils in Russian technical universities. At the same
time their specialization determines creation of business-incubators (techno-
parks) and Student-Researcher programmes. On condition that traditional
and innovative forms of student research management, and criteria of stu-
dents’ research activity are combined in a system of University Student Re-
search and are connected with the University Research as a whole, and im-
plemented in the educational process, we could speak about the final stage of
student research institutionalization and predict its high results.

As it is stated in the report «Knowledge, Networks and Nations: Global
scientific collaboration in the 21st century» [12, p. 6-9], «the primary driver of
most collaboration is the scientists themselves». Among the authors’ recom-
mendations are the following:

1. Support for international science should be maintained and
strengthened.

2. Internationally collaborative science should be encouraged, sup-
ported and facilitated.

3. National and international strategies for science are required to ad-
dress global challenges.

Conclusion. Research has globalized, so the system of engaging students
into research should include best world practices. The analysis of articles de-
voted to students’ research abroad, as well as the surveys held can draw the fol-
lowing conclusions concerning developing students’ research in Russia:

1) effectiveness of internships and training courses, which includes re-
search elements;

2) importance of engaging students in scientific activities through par-
ticipation in projects carried out by universities;

3) significance of the supervisor’s personality in motivating students;
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4) flexibility of reward system: the possibility of financial support or ob-
taining extra credits for scientific research.

Cmamobsi pekomeHOo8aHa K nybaukayuu
0-pom neo. Hayk, npogh. A. M. 3asbsinosbim
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